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mud-coated roads. A certain Evart von Huddessen,
the representative of Stralsund at the Court of King
Erik of Sweden, gained the special favour of the
monarch on an occasion, when, invited by the king to
visit with him his pleasure gardens outside the town,,
he quietly walked through the puddles after Erik's
horse, instead of waiting like the other representa-
tives for their servants to carry for them their trains^
which they feared to spoil in the mud. " Eh ! what
are we waiting for here ? " he cried to his colleagues,
" shall his royal highness ride alone ? I reckon my
masters of Stralsund are rich enough that they can
make good to me my new coat."

Nor were they invariably simple in their homesy
though usually so. A favourite German folk tale
tells how Melchior, of Bremen, had his dining-room
paved with silver dollars, and even If history
or chronicle does not confirm this legend, it Is
thoroughly in keeping with Hanseatic modes of dis-
playing wealth. There did exist, for instance, a
certain Wulf Wulflam, of Stralsund, who sat upon
a silver seat, and had his rooms hung with costly
arras. When he married he, like a royal personage,
caused the road from his house to the church to be
overspread with a Flanders carpet, while musicians
played day and night before his door. No doubt at
his wedding appeared also the eighty dishes which
at weddings was the highest limit allowed to
burgher luxury by the Hanseatic by-laws.

It would seem, too, that the Hansa representatives
when sent to *' Hansa clays " (the meetings of the
various cities in common council) after a while in-